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“Economic Study of Families of Kumbhar (Potter) 
Community in Bhadrawati City” 

 

People of different races, religions and cultures live in India and we also find 

diversity in their languages and dialects. There are a total of 655 castes in India. 

There are 285 castes in Maharashtra. Every religion includes many castes. Among 

different castes some are economically and socially advanced while others are in an 

underdeveloped state. Kumbar caste is also seen to be in an underdeveloped state. 

Caste system has been created in the Vedic social structure. Each caste was assigned 

a profession, as was the prevailing practice at that time, caste was defined by 

profession. 

Sub-castes of the potter community are found in large numbers in 

Maharashtra. Great researcher RK Gulati has mentioned sub-castes in 

Maharashtra. (Iravati Karve Hindu Samaj Interpretive Page No. 119) According to 

Maratha potter, Gujarati potter, Konkani potter, Rana potter, Ahir potter, Lad 

potter, Pardeshi potter, Telgi potter, Lingayat potter, Kurere potter, Hatgad potter, 

Gadheria potter etc. 

Rana potters, Telugu potters and Gaderia potters are found in Chandrapur 

district. Rana potters and Telgi potters work to make pottery while Gaderia potters 

keep their own donkeys for the work. There is no record of the population of the 

Kumbhar community in the government records. Due to the low level of literacy in 

this society and lack of organization, many social and economic problems are still 

seen in the struggle. Due to lack of economic, educational and cultural 

advancement of this society, this society is living in poverty and uneducated life. 

Today, in the era of industrialization, the use of dark pots has decreased, so it can 

be seen that the economic condition of this society has deteriorated. Potter 

community has been living in Bhadravati city since ancient times. Gramodyog 

Sangh gives this community a unique identity in Bhadravati city but due to 

changing technological progress this community has been badly affected. 

Therefore, this research project has been implemented with the aim of finding out 
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what is the condition of the potter community in Bhadravati city and whether any 

measures can be suggested to improve their economic situation. Ten students of 

Vivekananda College of Gondwana University have taken up this project and 

studied economic position of Kumbhar community. 

As the profession of the potter community is carried on in the open, they are unable 

to work during the rainy season. Pottery society is doing the work of making 

pottery, growing it, then baking it and making bricks. The production of the potter 

community appears to be seasonal in nature as their work ceases during the rainy 

season. The employment thus obtained is also seasonal in nature. 

 

 Research Objectives: 

1. To develop interest in social research among students. 

2. To study the family economic condition of the potter community. 

3. To know the contribution of the potter community in the economic development 

of Bhadravati. 

 

Scope and Limitation of the Research: 

For the purpose of the present research, the scope of the research is to study 

the economic condition of the families of potter community in Bhadravati city and 

what financial problems they face and this research is limited to Bhadravati city. 

 

Sample Selection: 

For the present research, 55 respondents of Bhadravati city have been 

selected and financial information has been studied from them with the help of 

questionnaire and direct interview. 

 

Research Methods: 

Primary and secondary materials were used for the present research. The 

primary instruments used were questionnaire observation and interview. Answer 

They were interviewed with the help of questionnaire and on the basis of the survey 

the conclusion was drawn by analyzing through graphs. Based on that, the 

financial condition of potter community in Bhadravati city is studied and published 

through a report. 
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  Questionnaire is filled by interviewing the researcher students with the help 

of google form and it is analyzed and analyzed through the graph created through 

that questionnaire and conclusions are drawn. 

 

 

 
Graph No. : 1 

In the above graph to find out the economic status of the family of potter 

community in Bhadravati city what is the educational level of the respondents? An 

attempt was made to find out. Out of 55 respondents, 49 (89.1%) respondents were 

literate while 6 (10.9%) respondents were illiterate. From this it can be seen that 

the educational standard is good in the potter community. But still 10% of people 

were observed. 

 

 
Graph No. : 2 
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In the above graph when trying to know the marital status of the 

respondents, 85.5% were married. 9.1% respondents were single while 5.5% 
respondents were widowed. 

 
Graph No. : 3 

In the above graph an attempt was made to know the age-related 

information of the respondents. 18 to 25 age group accounted for 3.6% of the 

respondents. 20 percent of the respondents were in the age group of 26 to 35. 36 to 

45 age group was 27.3%. 25.5% of the respondents were in the age group of 46 to 

55 years and 23.6% of the respondents above 55 years of age, it can be concluded 

that the researchers collected economic and social information from the 

respondents of all age groups. 

 

 
Graph No. : 4 

In the above graph, a survey was conducted for the economic study of a 

family in a potter community in Bhadravati city. What is the type of family in this 
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survey? This was known. 96.4% respondents were living in joint family system 

while 3.6% respondents were living in nuclear family. From this it can be 

concluded that most of the families are living in joint family system. 

 
 

 

 
Graph No. : 5 

In the above graph we tried to know the number of members in the family of 

the respondents. One-member respondent households accounted for 5.5%. 

Respondent households with two members accounted for 1.8%. Respondent 

households with three members accounted for 9.1%. Respondent households with 

four members accounted for 27.3% while households with more than five 

respondents accounted for 56.4%. From this it is concluded that the respondent has 

a family of more than five members and is living in joint family system. 

 

 
Graph No. : 6 
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In the above graph, the financial status of the families of potter community in 

Bhadravati city was studied. In the above graph it is concluded that 74.5% of the 

respondents are BPL i.e. living below poverty line while 25.5% respondents are 

living APL i.e. above poverty line. 

 

 
Graph No. : 7 

In the above graph it was studied what is the main occupation of the head of 

the household or the respondent in Bhadravati city. From this graph it can be seen 

that the percentage of potter occupation was 81.8%. The proportion of daily wage 

earners was 50.9% while the proportion of other occupations was 9.1%. None of 

the respondents were in the occupation of agriculture and employment. From this it 

can be seen that there is a large proportion of potters, laborers or other daily wage 

earners in the potter community. 
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Graph No. : 8 

In the above graph, the total monthly income of a family of potter community 

in Bhadravati city was studied. From the above graph, it can be seen that 67.3% of 

the respondents had an income of Rs.2000 to Rs.4000 per month. 9.1% 

respondents had income between 4000 to 6000 per month. There were 16.4% 

respondents with income between Rs.6000 to Rs.8000 per month. There were 5.5% 

respondents with income between 8000 to 10000 rupees per month while only 

1.8% respondents with income above 10000 rupees. From this it can be concluded 

that the per month income of potter community family in Bhadravati city is very 

low. So they have to live in poverty line. From this it can also be concluded that 

their standard of living has also deteriorated. 

 

 
Graph No. : 9 

In order to know the economic status of the potter community in Bhadravati 

city, the total monthly expenditure of the respondent's family was studied. From the 

above graph it can be seen that there were 70.9% of the respondents with an 

expenditure of Rs.2000 to Rs.4000 per month. 4000 to 6000 per month 

respondents were 16.4%. 6000 to 8000 per month were 7.3% respondents while 

spending more than 10000 were 5.5% respondents. From this it can be concluded 

that the total household expenditure per month is low due to low income level in 

Kumbar society. Hence it is concluded that his standard of living is also low. 
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Graph No. : 10 

 

A study was conducted on the total monthly savings of a potter community 

family in Bhadravati city. From the above graph it can be seen that 83.6% of the 

respondents are saving between 1000 to 2000 per month. Respondents saving Rs 

2000 to Rs 4000 per month were 3.6% while respondents saving Rs 4000 to Rs 

6000 per month were 12.7%. There was no respondent saving 6000 or more. From 

this it is concluded that the saving capacity of potter community family in 

Bhadravati city is also low. So they have to face a lot of financial crisis during 

calamity. 

 
Graph No. : 11 

It was studied whether there are members of self-help groups in potter 

community in Bhadravati city. From the above graph, it can be seen that 61.8% of 

the respondents were members of self-help groups while 38.2% of the respondents 

were not members of self-help groups. From this it is concluded that there is a large 
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number of members of self-help group in the potter society and it can be used for 

their business or consumption. 

 
Graph No. : 12 

While studying the financial status of potter community in Bhadravati city, it 

was studied whether this community takes loans. From the above graph it can be 

seen that 56.4% respondents have not taken loan while 43.6% respondents have 

taken loan. From this it is concluded that there are more non-borrowing 

respondents in the potter community and as they do not have immovable property 

or anything as collateral they do not get loans so it was observed that the 

proportion of borrowers is low. 

 

 
Graph No. : 13 

A study was conducted on the source of borrowing used by the potter 

community in Bhadravati city. From the above graph it can be seen that 58.2% of 
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the respondents were borrowers from cooperative societies. 10.9% respondents 

took loan from cooperative bank. 16.4% respondents took loan from Grameen 

Bank. Whereas 7.3% respondents took loan from merchant bank while 12.7% 

respondents took loan from moneylender. From this it can be concluded that most 

of Bhadravati city potters community borrow heavily from self-help groups. 

Savings group has high interest rate so they have to pay a lot of interest. 

 

Graph No. : 14 

While studying the economic condition of potter community in Bhadravati 

city, it was studied what is the purpose of loan supply in potter community. From 

the above graph, it can be seen that 3.6% respondents took loan for production. 

30.9% of the respondents took loans to meet their basic needs. 16.4% respondents 

took loans to meet their comfort needs. Marriage Worker 1.8% respondents took 

loan. It is seen that 63.6% of the respondents have taken loans for other purposes. 

From this it can be concluded that the potter community borrows heavily for other 

purposes. But he borrows less for production. Therefore, their economic condition 

is not improved and they are spending their days in economic deprivation for 

generations. 
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Graph No. : 15 

It was studied whether the potter community in Bhadravati town repays the 

loan regularly. From the above graph it can be seen that 58.2% of the respondents 

make regular loan repayments while 41.8% of the respondents do not make regular 

loan repayments. From this it can be seen that some are repaying the loan and some 

are not. As their income is not regular, many of them are found to be defaulting on 

their loans. 

 

 
Graph No. : 16 

A study was conducted on who takes the financial decisions of the family in 

the Kumhar community of Bhadravati city. From the above graph, it can be seen 

that 78.2% of the respondents are husband and wife who take decisions together, so 

it can be concluded that it is a good thing in this society that both take the financial 

decisions of the family together. 
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Graph No. : 17 

This survey was conducted to study the finances of families belonging to 

potter community in Bhadravati city. From the above graph it can be seen that all 

the respondents in the sample selection have bank account. 

 
Graph No. : 18 

From the above graph it can be seen that 67.3% of the total respondents have 

accounts in cooperative banks. 14.3% respondents have accounts in nationalized 

banks. 16.4% respondents have account in other bank and 1.8% respondents have 

account in civil cooperative bank. From this it can be seen that families belonging 

to potter community in Bhadravati town have the highest number of accounts in 

cooperative bank. 
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Graph No. : 19 

The research was carried out with the topic of financial study of the family in 

potter community of Bhadravati city. It can be seen from the above graph that 

whether the families of the potter community benefit from the government scheme 

was studied. 56.4% of the respondents are benefiting from the government scheme 

while 41.8% of the respondents are not benefiting from the government scheme, it 

can be seen that the families of the potter community are benefiting from the 

government scheme. 

 
Graph No. : 20 

From the above graph it can be seen that whether the profession of potter 

community in Bhadravati city is permanent or seasonal in nature was studied. 

90.9% respondents stated that their business is year-round while 9.1% respondents 

stated that their business is seasonal in nature. From this it can be seen that the 

business of potter community in Bhadravati city is going on throughout the year. 
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Graph No. : 21 

In order to study whether there is a need for training for the occupation of 

potter community in Bhadravati city, a study was conducted whether the 

respondents have taken training in their occupation. From the above graph it can 

be seen that 50.9% of the respondents had received business training while 49.1% 

of the respondents had not received any business related training inferring that 

they are doing business in a traditional way from generation to generation. 

 
Graph No. : 22 

From the above graph it can be seen that there are many problems in the 

traditional profession of the potter community. Raw material problem, capital 

problem, market problem and other problems are also seen. 
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Graph No. : 23 

It was studied whether the potter community in Bhadravati city runs their 

business using modern methods. From the above graph it can be seen that 70.9% of 

the respondents do not use machinery in their production while 29.1% of the 

respondents are of the opinion that they use machinery. From this it can be 

concluded that still the potter community of Bhadravati town is doing 

manufacturing business in traditional way. 

 

Graph No. : 24 

It was studied whether education is considered important for the 

development of the family. According to the above graph, it can be concluded that 

the families of potter community in Bhadravati city think that education is 

important for the development of the family. 94.5% respondents opined that 

education is important for family development while 5.5% respondents opined that 

education is not important for family development. 
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Graph No. : 25 

In order to consider the financial status of the families of potter community 

in Bhadravati city, what and how much material resources those families have were 

studied. From the above graph, it can be seen that this family has land, own house, 

TV, cooking gas, mobile phone and other tools. 

 
Graph No. : 26 

It can be seen from the above graph that the study was conducted whether 

the family owned house or not in potter community in Bhadravati city. From the 

above graph it can be seen that 90.9% of the respondents own their own house 

while 9.1% of the respondents do not own their own house. From this it can be 

concluded that most of the potters in Bhadravati town have their own house. 
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Graph No. : 27 

An attempt was made to find out what type of house most people in the 

Kumbar community had of their own. From the above graph it can be seen that 

56.4% of the respondents have a concrete house. 27.3% of the respondents' houses 

are made of raw mud while 16.4% of the respondents' houses are found to be made 

of raw concrete. This leads to the conclusion that most of the family houses are self-

owned and fixed in nature. 

 
Graph No. : 28 

An attempt was made to find out how the families of potter community in 

Bhadravati town have the comforts at home. From the above graph it can be seen 

that 70.9% households have electricity supply in their own house. 36.4% 

households have tap water facility. Hand pump is owned by 16.4% respondents. 

47.3% respondents have toilet facilities at their own homes. Some people also have 
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other facilities. From this it can be concluded that the people of this society do not 

have the important facilities that they should have. 

 

 
Graph No. : 29 

It was studied which medical facilities are used by the families of Kumhar 

community in Bhadravati city in terms of health. From the above graph it is 

observed that 92.7% of the respondents seek medical treatment in government 

hospitals. Also 27.3% respondents also use private clinics. This shows that their 

financial status is not able to afford private medical treatment so they have to seek 

public medical treatment. 

 

conclusion 

The economic status of the families of potter community in 

Bhadravati city was studied. The following conclusions can be drawn 

from this research. 

1. In the potter community, the educational status of the people is seen. 

2. Family members of all age groups in the Kumbar community are seen 

engaged in their traditional occupation. 
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3. Most of the families of potter community in Bhadravati city are seen 

living in joint family system. 

4. Most of the families of potter community in Bhadravati city are living 

below the poverty line. 

5. A large number of potters in Bhadravati town are seen practicing their 

traditional profession. 

6. The income of a family in a potter community is very low. So their cost 

is also less. As a result, savings are low and their standard of living is also 

low. 

7. Most of the families in the Kumbar community are members of self-

help groups. 

8. It is concluded that most of the families in the Kumbar community 

take loans and repay them but some families do not take loans or they do 

not get loans and even if they take loans, they do not repay them 

regularly. 

9. Most of the families in the Kumbar community borrow heavily for 

activities other than production. 

10. It was observed that families of potter community in Bhadravati town 

take decisions with the concurrence of both husband and wife. 

11. Most of the families in the Kumbar community have bank accounts 

and most of the families have bank accounts. 
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12. Most of the families in the Kumbar community benefit from 

government schemes. 

13. It can be seen that the traditional business of the potter community is 

going on throughout the year. 

14. The business of the potter community is done in a traditional way, 

some people are trained and some are seen doing the same business from 

generation to generation. 

15. There are many problems in the traditional profession of the potter 

community. 

16. It is noticed that the use of yantra is less in the profession of the 

potter community while the use of labour-intensive technology is in 

large measure. 

17. The families of the Kumbar community also feel the importance of 

education to improve their economic status. 

18. It is concluded that the family of potter community in Bhadravati city 

does not have enough material resources. 

19. The families of the potter community have their own houses and 

some families have pucca and some families have kachha houses. 

20. If we think about the comforts of the family in the potter community, 

many families lack the necessary facilities. 

21. The families of Kumbhar community in Bhadravati town depend on 

government hospitals for medical treatment. 
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