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Abstract:

E-ShodhSindhu Consortium is an innovative project conceived and launched by MHRD Government of India
and exccuted by INFLIBNET Centre to provide access to full text resources and database to the research and academic
community in India. At present the university libraries in India are acti vely engaged in incorporating electronic information
resources and services. UGC had initiated Infonet E-journals Consortium. Recently MHRD formed e-ShodhSindhu
merging three consortia, namely UGC-INFONET Digital Library Consortium, NLIST and INDEST-AICTE Consortium.
This study seeks to examine how far the research community is aware of and is making use of e-ShodhSindhu E-journals

Consortium. The study also seeks to examine the full text e-resources, database, and membership all over the India,
Keywaords: E-Shodh Sindhu, Digital Library Consortia, E-resources, INFLIBNET,N-List

Introduction:

The modem era is wilnessing the information/
knowledge revolution. The information needs of the society
are growing confinuously al tremendous speed, hence the
production of information. Only answer to manage this
new information scenario is the resource sharing, The
ever growing information needs of the modern age can
be satisfied by the resource sharing among the library and
information centers. “Traditionally, the primary purpose
of establishing a Library Consortium is to share physical
resources including  books and  periodicals amongst
members. However, Libruries have been cooperating and
collaborating on collection building and resource sharing
for many years. Information explosion, emergence of
internet and particularly World Wide Web as a new medium
of information storage make the concept more come into
sight than carlicr. Considering the emerging ever growing
scholarly academic requirements of the Indian higher
education, the University Grants Commission {UGC) has
launched two ambitious and revolutionary programmes for
academic community in higher education institutes under
its purview. The first initiative namely “UGC-INFONET
conneclivity Programme™ aims at networking university
campuses wilh state-of-the-art campus wide networks and
Internet bandwidth and the second initiative is known as
" UGC-INFONET Digital Library Consortium™ which
provides access 10 selected corc and peer reviewed
electronic joumals and databases in various disciplines.
The Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET) is the
executing and monitoring body of both the programmes. In
this paper authors have tried 1o depict important aspects of
UGC-INFONET Digital Library Consortium. The MHRD
has formed e-Shodh Sindhy merging three consortia
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initiatives, namely UGC-INFONET Digital Library
Consortium. NLIST and INDEST-AICTE Consortium. The
e-Shodh Sindhu will continue to provide current as well as
archival access to more than 15,000 core and peer-reviewed
journals and a number of bibliographic, citation and factual
databases in different disciplines from a large number of
publishers and aggregators 10 its member institutions
including centrally-funded technical institutions, universities
and colleges that are covered under 12{B) and 2({) Seclions
of the UGC Act.

Library Consortium an Overview ;

The word ‘Consortium’ has been originated [rom
the Latin in carly 19th Century in the sense of partnership.
Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary depicts consortium
as ‘a Group of people, countries, companies, ctc. who are
wnrkingIngcthcronapanicularprnjccl'.f’\lihr:lrycun.-;urliul'nl
is a network of Libraries/In formation Centers thi agree [or
resource sharing in order 1o satisfy the information needs
of users on the basis of library cooperation. Potter {1997
ientificd the following reasons for formation of Consontia.
(Potter, W. 1997, Recent Trends in State wide Academic
Library Consonia, Library Trends, 45(3), 417-41 9.)

. Better sharing of existing resours s and jointly
acquiring new resources at greal savings
Providing enhanced library services with an
emphasis on access 1o new electronic resource
including databases and services offered
through the intemet and the WWW.
Expediting inter library borrowing, which has
evolved into providing as many electronic
resources as possible at the lowest cost to
consortia members,

Library consortium is a “community of two or
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more information agencics which have formally ngreed
to coordinate, coopernie or consolidate certnin function™
o achieve mutual vbjectives, This type ol association of
a group ol Loraries geneeally formed to achieve mutually
the joint benefits, Library consotin is a network for buylng
and aceessing e- informuation in o cooperntive arrangement
among a group of libraries in providing instant necess Lo
greater resources for the users of the individunl libraries,
One of the libraries or agencies of the consortin works as
coordinator for identification of libraries for each publisher,
ncgotiation. legal matters, ete. Library consortia may vary
from being decentralized 1w highly centralize in nature. The
degree of centralization of consortium is the primary factor
affecting not only how member institutions internct with one
another, but also maintain relationship with extemnal party
(publisher/vendor). More decentralized (he consortium, the
greater the degree of autonomy cach member retains. (Dr.
Manoj Kumar Varma)

Definition :

A consortia is an association of two or more
individuals, companies, organizations or governmenis (or
any combination of these entitics) with the objective of
participating in a cornmon aclivity or pooling their resources
for achieving a common geal. Consortium is a Latin word,
meaning ‘partnership, association or society’ and derives
from censors ‘partner’, itself from con- ‘together’ and sores
*fate’, meaning owner of means or comrade.

According (o online free dictionary (2013) - An
assaciation or a combination, as of businesses. financial
instilutions, or investars for the purpose of engapging in
a joint ventures or a cooperative arrangement among the
groups or institutions is called consortium,

According 10 Biswas and Dasgupta (2001), the term
consortium can be defined as follows:

" A consortium refers to a "temporary cooperation of a
number of powers, companies etc, for acommon purpose. [t
is an association of similar types of organization /institution
who are engaged for producing and servicing the common
things/for providing services for a specific purpose of ils
users.”

Need of the Study:

Need of the Study Doctoral students and researchers
have realized the advantage of e-Jourmals, Al present
the university libraries in India, are actively engaged in
incorporating electronic information resources and services
to provide much needed primary research information. It
is very impor ¢t to know how far the research community
is aware ol and makes use of e-ShodhSindhu e-Journals
Consortium.

Features of Library Consortia :

These are the features of library consortia following
below,

Cismos Tmpact Factor = 513 | Speclol e 14 F
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. It provides each organizalions and institutions
with the capacity to share their resources
wilhout sacrificing the individuality of cach
member library

. The collections of the Consartium libraries
chuble each member library to support
scholarly research for its users.

. Cooperative  research and  development in
application of information communication
and technology enhances service and realizes
cost effectiveness.

. Staff development and interaction with quality
of service,
. [t is the cooperative task to reduce the cost of

purchase consortia. As a result, end users can
take benefits of more resources than would be
available through one library.

o To advance library services are provided with
an emphasis on access to new E- resources
including databases and services offered
through the internet and www.

. To expanding inter library searching at less
cost is possible.
. Uncertainties in legal issues are handled with

more confidence,

Advantage :

Some of the important advantages of the library

consortium are as following below.

. Consortia-based subscription to electronic
resources provides access to wider number
of electronic resources al substantially lower
cost;

. Optimum utilization of funds,

. Facilities to build up digital libraries Helpful
to provide better library services like CAS and

SDI

. Cost Sharing for Technical and training
support

. Electronic Journals demand neither library

space nor shelling costs nor can they be stolen
from the library

. The consortium have been offered better
terms of licenses for use. archival access
and preservation of subscribed electronic
resources, which would not have been possible
for any single institution; and Available 24/7.

. Less economy expansion,

Disadvantage :

Some of the important disadvantages of the library

consortium are as following below.
. Absence of a printed copy of Journals
. Require training of staffs in handling electronic

Websile : www researchjournal nel
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documents elc.

. Consortia requires high initial investments in
licensees and information and communication
technology.

. Copyright problems

. Unrelinble  telecommunication  links  und
insufTicient bandwidth

. Lack of archiving and back files availability

. Intemet Access id necessary

. Users are not accepling e-journals as per with

the printed Journals

Role of Library Consortium in Education :

The following benefits have been noticed in modem
cducational system after incorparating the concept of
consortium with libraries.( Narendra Kumar & Rupesh
Gour)

1. Process and muaintenance of large flow of
information has become ecasier as digital
contents have been increasing day by day and
become double after one or two months which
leads the problem of organizing and managing
according to the demand of academic industry
and scholars.

2 Consorlium improves the efficiency of the
libraries and is responsible to change the
arientation of the library and its services.

3. Accessibility of e-resources is made possible
24*7*365 days on centralized platform
E-books may be consulted with no beginning
and no ending concept as numbers of key-
words are available to access the information
from different databases on single platform.
5. Consortium package gives the liberty to
pick and choose the titles of the journals and
conference proceedings as per the requirement
of interest libraries so that the low budget
libraries can also participate in the world of
digital contents or web.

Online indexing and abslracting services

help in retrieving the authentic source of

information for preparing the references and
bibliographies

7. Consortium allows the
preparce the statistics of the usages ol any litle
from subscribed e-resources, In fact, gives
alarming on low usage of any title. Therefore,
this facility may help in choosing the titles
according to the requirements. Likewise,
libraries may be benefitted and can save the
cost to avoid the unwanted titles from their

e-resources packape
8. Consortium helps in marinating the databases

administrator to

STl JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

of required litles only on minimal price

92, Consortium  helps the new researchers in
selecting their research topics and provide
opportunity to explore and understand the
litles ns unlimited international standard data

Library Consortium in India:

These are library consortia in India following below

Table:-1 List of Consortium
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E-SHODHSHINDU Digital Library Consortium:

Based on the recommendation of an Expert
Committee, the MHRD has formed e-ShodhSindhu
merging three consortia initiatives, namely UGC-INFONET
Digital Library Consortium, NLIST and INDEST-AICTE
Consortium. The E-Shodh Sindhu will continue to provide
current as well as archival access Lo more than 15,000 core
and peer-reviewed journals and a number of bibliographic,
citation and factual databases in different disciplines from
a large number of publishers and aggregators to its member
institutions including centrally-funded technical institutions,
universities and colleges that are covered under 12(B) and
2(f) Sections of the UGC Act

Current Status:
The Consortium provides current as well as archival

access to more than 13000 core and peer-reviewed journals
and 04 bibliographic databases from 16 publishers and
agprepators in different disciplines, So far 217 Universities
including 75 technical institution & 3200+ college and
central universities that come under the purview of UGC,
have been provided differential access to subscribed
e-resources. These e-resources covers almost all subject

Website : www.rescarchjournal net
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disciplines including arts, humanities, social sciences,
physical sciences, chemical Sciences, life sciences,
computer sciences, mathematics and statistics, etc.

Objectives of E-Shodh Sindhu

Aims and

Consortium:
The main objective of the e-Shodh Sindu: Consortia

for Higher Education E-Resources is to provide access
to qualitative electronic resources including full-text,
bibliographic and factual databases to academic inslitutions
gt a lower rates ol subscription. The major aims and
objectives of the e-Shodh Sindhu are as follows:

' Setting-up e-Shodh Sindu: Consortia for
Higher Education E-Resources by augmenting
and strengthening activitics and  services
ofTered by three MHRD-funded Consortia;

. Develop a formidable collection of e-journals,
e-journal archives and e-books on perpetual
access basis;

. Monitor and promole usage of e-resources in
member universities, colleges and technical
institutions in India through awarencss and
training programmes;

. Provide access lo subscription-based scholarly
information (e-books and e-journals) to all
educational inslitutions;

. Provide access to scholarly content available
in open access through subject portals and
subject gateways,

. Bridge digital divide and move towards an
information-rich society;

. Provide access 1o selected c-resources
to additional institutions including open

universities and MITRD-funded institutions
that are not covered under existing consortia;

. Take-up addilional activities and services that

require collaborative platform and are not
being performed by existing Consortia; and

. Moving towards developing a National

Electronic Library with electronic journals
and electronic books as its major building
blocks.{ hitps://ess.inflibnet.ac.infindex.php)

Benefits:

There is no gainsaying the fact that consortia based
subscription is a viable solution for increasing the access
to electronic resources for a large number of institutions
because the . ies of subscription are low. Major benefits of
consortia are listed follows: (Vasantray A Chauhan)

. Reduction in the cost of E-resources

. The Consortium provided better licences

terms forpreservation, archival access and use
of subscribed e-resources which is impossible
for single institution in reality

h
(3 ]
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. Sharing of staff skills and expertise 10
strengthenlibrary leadership.

. Increased efectiveness of advocacy for policy
change

. Searching of data is easy for the scholars from
a singleinterface

. Promote cost eflective, customer driven
services.

. Itis useful forresolving complicated problems;
hence itis an added benefit for participating
libraries,

Full Text E- Resources:

The accessible full text resources include journals,
conference proceedings, technical magazines. newsletter,
guideto computing literature, peerreviewed publication. The
following full text journals are accessible in Shodhsindhu

U'GC Recommended Journal

consartia.
Table: 2 E-Recourses
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Table: 3 Database
EXD NS Database U'RL,
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Membership:
Table: 4 Membership
8r. Na. Imstitutions Total
State Universines 17
Cenmal Univernings it
1 Univerntes Decmed Universines i
Nabonal Law School Universines 12
WCs of UGE 04
NITy, SLIET & NERIST 11
s & NS H
X — :I-I'-II':I:;[EST. NITIE, NIFT and "
[ISERs 07
SPAS 03
AICTE Funded Colleges &0
12(BY2(F) State University 1
3 Technical Colleges | 12(R)2(F) Cemral Univerury o
IITs, IEST, NITIE, NIFT and ol
NITTR
Tetal L%
Conclusion:

The e-ShodhSindhu consortia is to provide access
to qualitative e-resources including full-text and databases
to the member academic institulions at a lower rates of
subscription. The consortia head quarter is assigned to
function as a resource center with an aim to catering to
the needs of its members for resources accessible to them
in electronic format. E-ShodhSindhu is the best way of a
common infrastructure and it has become very important.
The budget problem is solved as the e-resources are accessed
at lower subscription rates with easy terms of subscription
under the single window.
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